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secure funding to rebuild the music program.
He found resistance and opposition, as the
project required time and resources that few
were inclined to provide. In response, he used
the media as a tool to shed light on the issue,
which resulted in him securing the necessary
support and resources for the project.

Today, Southwest Middle School has a
thriving music program which offers multiple
courses from different genres such as three
mariachi music classes, one steel drum band
class and one marching percussion/African
drum ensemble class. The program is de-
signed to connect students with their heritage
through education, practice, and the promotion
of arts and music. The school will be adding
a band class for the 2017-18 school year.
Presently, Southwest Middle School has one
of the most multicultural and diversified music
programs in the entire nation.

Southwest Middle School proves their com-
mitment to the continuous social and emo-
tional growth of their students by enabling
youth to develop their talents.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT PITTENGER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, | was in
North Carolina attending to District related
business. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 263, and YEA on
Roll Call No. 264.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF THOMAS
J. KINSMAN

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Thomas Kinsman , a Viet-
nam veteran and Medal of Honor recipient.

Kinsman was born in Gainesville, Georgia
and enlisted as a private first class in 1967. In
February of 1968, his company came under
attack during a reconnaissance in-force mis-
sion, and it was there that Kinsman performed
the ultimate act of selflessness: He spared the
lives of his comrades by throwing himself on
top of a grenade.

President Nixon described Kinsman’s self-
lessness best when he awarded him the
Medal of Honor for “his indomitable courage,
complete disregard for his personal safety and
profound concern for his fellow soldiers.”

Mr. Speaker, | believe selflessness and
service are connected. We cannot fully serve
our neighbors if we are not willing to sacrifice
our own comfort, resources, and even well-
being. Thomas Kinsman humbled himself in
order to protect his fellow servicemen.

As Americans, we are indebted to servant
heroes like Kinsman, for it is men and women
like him that instruct us in what it means to
defend the life and liberty of our fellow citi-
zens. It is my hope that his legacy will live on
as an example of what it truly means to serve
others and our country.

| thank Mr. Kinsman.
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF ALAMO MEXICAN
KITCHEN
HON. BILL POSEY
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, May 22, 2017

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, a few weeks ago
our nation observed National Small Business
Week and recognized the positive impact that
entrepreneurs and small businesses have on
our local economies and our communities. In
that spirit, | wish to bring to the attention of the
House one small business located in my
hometown of Rockledge, Florida, called Alamo
Mexican Kitchen.

Alamo Mexican Kitchen just recently cele-
brated its 50th Anniversary, a true milestone
for any small business. Established in 1967 by
Irene and Alberto Enriquez, the Alamo has be-
come a staple on Florida’s Space Coast and
favorite restaurant for many local patrons. In
the mid-1960’s, the Enriquez family moved to
Florida from El Paso, Texas, with the Apollo
program. A short time later, like many small
business owners, they took a risk, opened
Alamo Mexican Kitchen, and with it they
brought an entirely new flavor to our area—
Mexican food.

Before the Alamo, you couldn’t find Mexican
food anywhere in our area. In fact, when my
own family moved from Southern California to
Florida in 1956 with the space program, very
few residents were familiar with Mexican food.
My mother used to have our relatives send
her tortilla shells so we could enjoy our weekly
taco dinners. It wasn’t until 1967, when Alamo
opened, that we could enjoy real Mexican food
in a local restaurant. Since then, Katie and |
have been faithful patrons of the Alamo,
owned by the same family for 50 years.

Today, five generations of the Enriquez fam-
ily have worked at the Alamo, and many past
Alamo employees have gone on to open their
own successful Mexican restaurants—a true
testament to the Alamo’s success. | ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating the
Alamo Mexican Kitchen, its employees, and
the Enriquez family on celebrating 50 years of
serving fine Mexican cuisine.

COMMENDING LOCAL 2017 HIGH
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE
UNITED STATES ARMY AND OUR
COMMUNITY SALUTES OF FRED-
ERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA FOR
HOSTING THE SIXTH ANNUAL
HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE REC-
OGNITION CEREMONY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 33 Fredericksburg, Virginia area
high school seniors who plan to enlist in the
United States Army after graduation. These
students have excelled in their academic and
extracurricular activities, and | offer my sincere
congratulations upon their high school gradua-
tion.

| commend these student leaders for their
selflessness and courageous decision to serve
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their country as members of the United States
Army:

Allison-Cook, Amanda; Bagley, Broderick;
Beckham, Elijah; Barrino, Starr; Buelna Tapia,
Cesar; Buffum, Jonathan; Dean, Davon; Elliott,
Nicole; Harte, Brett; Jefferson, Kalie; Kelly, Jo-
seph; Kuske, John; Lawrence, Skyler;
McCallister, Mark; McHugh, Sean; McNabb,
George; Moffo, Landry; Moore, Ronando; Mor-
gan, Alexis; Phillips, Austin; Robey, Garrett;
Roungrat, Jirayut; Russell, Robert; Saeed,
Faisal; Scarborough, lan; Slaughter, Darryl;
Smith, Cordell; Sollowin, Michael; Tapsoba,
Moussa; Van Doren, Nicole; Vacher, Andrew;
Vasquez, Nicholas; Warren, Matthew.

These students will be honored by the
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes at their 6th Annual Military En-
listee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday,
June 3, 2017 at the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, VA.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking these young men and women and
their families for their dedication to serving this
great Nation. We owe them and the many
Americans who have served and will serve a
debt of gratitude.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF LINCOLN
PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND
MUSEUM FOR ITS PRESERVA-
TION OF THE CITY’S HISTORY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 22, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Lincoln Park Historical Society
and Museum for its efforts to preserve and
document the history of the City of Lincoln
Park. The Lincoln Park Historical Museum pro-
vides an important venue for residents to learn
about the city’s history and development.

Founded in 1955 and located in a former
Depression-era Post Office, the Lincoln Park
Historical Society and Museum host exhibits
and events that document the history of Lin-
coln Park and southeast Michigan. Pasi mu-
seum exhibits have featured historical Presi-
dential and Congressional campaign memora-
bilia from national, state and local candidates,
as well as displays of advertisements for old
Lincoln Park businesses from the city’s his-
tory. Additionally, the Museum also profiled
prominent Lincoln Park natives, including Bill
Simpson, an illustrator for Disney and The
Simpson TV show, and Preston Tucker, a
local automobile designer and entrepreneur.
The organization also hosts authors, historians
and other experts in public forums to provide
additional historical background to its exhibits.

The Lincoln Park Historical Society and Mu-
seum not only plays a key role in documenting
historically significant people and events, but
also provides critical resources and education
that helps Lincoln Park residents place their
city’s history and the role it has played in the
growth and development of southeast Michi-
gan in its proper context. The organization’s
sponsorship of local experts and rare artifacts,
as well as its production and distribution of an
educational newsletter, underscore its commit-
ment to preserving the city’s history. It is
heartening to see the Lincoln Park community
continue to support the incredible work that is
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